40           ENGLISH   VOYAGES   TO   THE   CARIBBEAN
Wherewith the enemy arrived so near the city that, the rear
column having come up with the van, they deployed along the whole
front of the city and with muskets and harquebuses (of which they
had many and good ones) and with the artillery of their ships which
were anchored in that quarter, swept the approach to the city both
from within and from without in such manner that it became
necessary to give way.
To give way for them to enter this city, which for 90 years (p. 3)
with the favour of Your Majesty's countenance had maintained itself
above any enemy's insolence until now, when they found it as un-
provided with arms, powder and munitions as through our
procurators and by our letters we have many times reported to
Your Majesty without Your Majesty's having deigned to remember
how much and how well this city has served Your Majesty and the
emperor, our master of glorious memory, both in the discovery of
all these Indies and in putting down certain rebellions and tumults
which occurred therein during this period of time. Because of these
its services, its enemies, who had deemed it impregnable, took it
upon themselves to reduce us to enduring hardship, and to the
danger of falling prey to any weakling corsair.
Its temples burned and profaned, its monasteries demolished, its
altars, images, and holy places destroyed, and most of its residences
burned, without artillery or arms, the situation of this city is such
that in order not to grieve Your Majesty with so piteous a relation
we do not recount in detail the insolence these lutherans vented
upon its edifices and fortress, and the ships which were in the haven,
of which they carried off five. They burned all the rest, and the
galley.
It is true that by Divine mercy no nuns, women or children were
lost, for which we give infinite thanks to God, Our Lord. The
houses which were left, the cathedral, part of the Domini-     -,
can monastery and other buildings were ransomed with     Offa
the miserable remnant of property which the women had     Dominican
been able to remove upon their backs. With much good     monasteiy
judgment, in order that the city might not be razed, these were
bought back for 25,000 ducats, which were delivered to the enemy.
Unquestionably, it was all that could be raised. Even so, recourse
was necessary to a large part of the cathedral plate.
This ransom was settled on Sunday, the gth of this present month
of February; and immediately on the following Monday, this fleet
sailed, having held this city for 30 days during which the worst
imaginable destruction was wrought continually.